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"Nesiya is one of the strongest communities I have ever been a part of. 

We took it upon ourselves to be open, caring, honest, and supportive 

toward one another in a way I had never experienced before. The 

program allowed room for me to explore my own stance on controversial 

issues and develop my 

own relationships with 

Israel and Judaism. It 

exposed me to some of 

the more complicated 

aspects of Israel and 

Judaism without pushing a 

Zionist viewpoint at all. 

The diversity amongst the 

people who participated 

taught me so much about 

my own beliefs. I never 

thought I could be so close with people so different from me." ~ Laura 

Glesby, New York, NY 

 

"I discovered Israel and learned so much about the country while 

creating strong bonds with the other participants on the trip. We all 

learned how to love each other, which has been such a beautiful and 

turbulent experience."~ Antonetta Remedi-Brown, Malden, MA 

 

"The program provided Eitan with so much: a deeper knowledge of 

Israel in all its complexity, an opportunity to experience Israel in a more 

personal and spiritual way, wonderful new friends, and a more intense 

love for the country. All my goals were fulfilled, and more. Eitan loves 

being with people from all different backgrounds- something he doesn't 

get during the school year." ~ Shira Atik, Cleveland OH, Mother of Eitan 

"The community is like no other, incredibly caring and supportive. It 

gave me the tools and ability to step out of my comfort zone in many 

ways. I learned how to open up and share a part of myself with others, 

in a way that makes me vulnerable. I learned to question everything you 

do in life to ensure you are leading a life where you are proud of your 

choices." ~ Sascha Wolf-Sorokin, Brookline, MA 

 

"The program sounded like a perfect fit for Tal from the moment we 

heard about it. It is a unique program because it encourages young 

people to explore and think for themselves. In addition, Nesiya fosters 

feelings of acceptance and appreciation of ‘difference’ in others, so 

young people, who are usually at an age when they are struggling with 

various forms of ‘identity insecurity’ end up feeling that it is okay to be 

who they are and how they are." ~ Ariella Hagin, Zichron Yaakov, Israel, 

Mother of Tal 

 

"Nesiya does not 

just show the 

glorified side of 

Israel. We 

learned about the 

issues in depth. 

There is also an 

incredible 

diversity in the 

community that 

teaches everyone 

about life outside 

their "bubble"." ~ Abigail Miller, Newton, MA 

 



 
 

 “At the beginning, I felt isolated and small, and that we were like pieces 

that didn’t quite fit together yet. Now, I am so thankful for these 

friendships and strong connections. I feel like a valued member of the 

group who has a voice. I think I became much more open and open-

minded, and when I go home, I want to not be afraid to share my voice.” 

~ Julie Wechsler, Durham, NC 

 

"I have gained a deeper understanding of who I am, what I believe in, 

and how I can change the world one step at a time. I started looking at 

the world in a more optimistic way, began forming more concrete 

arguments, and started to love who I am. I hope to bring respectful 

communication 

tools back home 

from Nesiya."      

~ Michale 

Schueler, 

Syracuse, NY 

 

"Netta learned a 

tremendous 

amount about 

Israel and herself, 

in addition to 

being in close 

connection with others who see the world differently, and learning from 

experts in the areas of sites in Israel, study of Jewish texts, arts and 

culture, and performing community service.  I am delighted with this 

exposure and am looking forward to seeing how she will apply this 

learning to her life in the coming days and years." ~ Fern Remedi-

Brown, Malden MA, Mother of Netta 

 

"Nesiya emphasized importance of Judaism in her life, allowed her to be 

more self-assured and confident in expressing her opinions, and gave 

her a more defined sense of the importance of spirituality in her life."     

~ Stephanie and Dan Wechsler, Durham NC, Parents of Julie 

 

I learned so much more about myself, a 

community, and my connection to Judaism, 

than I ever could have imagined." ~ Sascha 

Wolf-Sorokin, Brookline, MA 
 

 

 

 

“I learned how to be more of a leader, and that I can always deepen my 

spirituality. I want to continue treating shabbat as a special day when I 

go home. I loved the atmosphere on Shabbat.” ~ Tara Feldman, 

Harrison, NY 

 


