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Does God Rejoice at the
Destruction of Our Enemies?
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It is written: "as they went forth
[to war] ahead of the vanguard"
and it then says "Praise the
Lord, for His steadfast love is
eternal" (Chronicles II 20:21).
Rabbi Yonatan said [about this
verse]: why does it not say "for
it is good" [as it usually says
after "Praise God"]? Because
God is not happy with the
downfall of evil people. This is
like what Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nachman said in the name of R.
Yonatan: ... In that hour the
angels wanted to sing a song of
praise before the Holy Blessed
One. The Holy Blessed One
replied to them: the works of
My hands are drowning in the
sea, and you want to sing a song
before Me?

— B. Talmud, Sanhedrin 39b
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"Pour Out Your Love"
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Pour out your love on the nations who have known you and on the
kingdoms who call upon your name. For they show loving-kindness to the
seed of Jacob, and they defend your people Israel from those who would
devour them alive. May they live to see the sukkah of peace spread over
your chosen ones and to participate in the joy of your nations.

— from a 16" century Haggadah manuscript found in Worms, Germany

"Pour Out Your Wrath"
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"Pour out your wrath on the
nations that do not know you, and
upon the kingdoms that do not
invoke your name, for they have
devoured Jacob and desolated his
home" (Psalms 79:6, 7). ""Pour out
your fury on them; may your
blazing anger overtake them"
(Psalms 69:25). "Pursue them in
wrath and destroy them from
under the heavens of the Lord!"
(Lamentations 3:66).

— from the Passover Haggadah

On Human Anger
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On the matter of anger and
fury:

A person should always be
slow to anger and easy to
please; and anyone who does
not get angry is saved from



In Medieval Europe: Destroy our Enemies!
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Regarding the custom we have established of saying over the fourth cup
"Pour out your fury on the nations": since we have fulfilled the mitzvah of
the four cups, which correspond to the four cups of punishment which God
will one day pour out for the nations of the world, we declare over the last
cup that the time will come when God will serve them the cup of his fury,
the cup of poison, as it is written "Rejoice and exult, fair Edom... to you,
too, the cup shall pass" (Lam. 4:21). And not only that — the essence of our
redemption is dependent upon the destruction of their kingdoms.

— from the Commentary of the Ritba on the Haggadah (13" century)
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the judgment of Gehenom.
Rabbi Yonatan said in the
name of R. Sh. bar
Nachmani: Anyone who gets
angry, many punishments
from Gehenom will control
him ...

A person should always try to
separate himself from wrath
and anger, because anyone
who gets angry is compared
to an idol worshiper. For this
is the craftiness of the evil
impulse: today it tells you to
do this, and tomorrow it will
tell you to worship idols.

- Otzar Midrashim, p. 270
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Introduction and Commentary

The text beginning "Pour Out Your Wrath" is one of the more difficult and controversial texts in the
Haggadah. It is not, at first glance, one that seems directly connected to our modern lives. As we
reflect on the current situation in Israel and the world, however, this text calls out for discussion.

On one hand, the Jewish community is certainly not calling publicly for God to “pour out His
wrath” on the other nations. On the other hand, relations between Jews and non-Jews seem to be at
one of the low points in recent history. In this post-9/11 world, when accounts of anti-Semitism and
images of the second Intifada fill the media, some Jewish communities have become increasingly
wary about their relations with other religious, cultural, and ethnic groups. In light of this situation,
this text is perhaps not as distant from our lives as it first seems.

Suggested Questions for Discussion

Before discussing these questions, read the text from the Haggadah (in the center of the source sheet
on the opposite side of this page), and some of the other texts on this theme.

We offer three different approaches to respond to this challenging text in a personally meaningful
way: 1) Placing the text in its historical context, 2) Interpreting key terms, and 3) Balancing
conflicting and complementary ideas.

Historical Context:

In order to better understand a text, it is helpful to be aware of both the situation in which the text was
written as well as our own historical context. As you read each text, consider what circumstances the author
might have been responding to — and how our modern situation impacts our understanding of the text.

1. Do recent events in Israel and the world change the way you understand the “Pour Out Your
Wrath” text in the Haggadah? Does the text seem less or more fitting to you now than it may
have four years ago, before the onset of the recent violence in Israel and the world?

2. Share a story when you experienced anti-Zionism or anti-Semitism? Did this experience make
you relate differently to another ethnic or religious group? Do you think there is any value to
wishing punishment on those who persecute the Jews?

Interpreting Key Terms:
Sometimes our first understanding of a text is not the only possible reading. By seeking alternative
interpretations of key terms, we may be able to understand the text in deeper and multiple ways.

3. Compare the Haggadah’s “Pour Out Your Wrath” with the midrash "On Human Anger."
Are these texts contradictory or do they complement each other? Do you think it matters that
one text addresses God's anger while the other addresses the anger of human beings?

4. Share an incident when someone made you angry and you were proud of the way you
responded. What do you think is the appropriate role for anger in our lives?

Balancing Conflicting and Complementary Ideas:
By comparing a text that we find difficult with one that expresses an alternative approach, it may become
easier - or harder - to understand or identify with the first text.

5. Read the text entitled "Pour Out Your Love." Does this text affect your reading of “Pour Out
Your Wrath”?

6. Is there a place for both “pouring out wrath” and “pouring out love” in our personal and
communal relationships with other peoples? Which sentiments are valuable to your celebration
of Passover this year?
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